
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OSU Extension Levy 
 
      On the November 3, 2009 election ballot, there will be a 0.6 mill tax levy for five years to 
support OSU Extension  Coshocton County which supports programming in the areas of 4-H, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
(EFNEP) and Community Development Education for Coshocton County citizens. 
 
Why? 
      OSU Extension Coshocton County’s budget was cut $58,950 this year by the Coshocton 
County Commissioners. These cuts were due to the Coshocton County short fall in 2009. The 
Commissioners had to make cuts to balance the budget. Cutting OSU Extension and other 
departments was part of the budget balancing process. 
 
What’s it going to cost me? 
     The cost of the proposed 0.6 mill tax levy will be: 
Home value   per year   per month  per day 
$100,000   $18.38     $1.53   5 cents 
$200,000   $36.76     $3.06   10 cents 
 
Who will receive the funds from this levy? 
     The funds will not go into the County Commissioner’s general fund. All the funds collected 
by the levy must be used only by the OSU Extension Coshocton County office. 
 
How is a levy campaign financed? 
     Money used to support and finance the levy campaign is raised by the levy committee. All 
costs of the levy campaign are paid with contributions from supporters of OSU Extension 
Coshocton County only.   
 
Isn’t this levy just for 4-H? 
     No, it is for OSU Extension Coshocton County office which gives leadership to the several 
programs including 4-H, EFNEP, Agriculture and Master Gardeners. 
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What happens if the levy fails? 
     Programs conducted by OSU Extension Coshocton County may be eliminated unless funds 
are made available. Due to the economic situation in Coshocton County, the County 
Commissioners have told the Extension office that there may be not funds available for OSU 
Extension next year. 
 
Can 4-H members participate in another county program? 
     Ohio 4-H rules state that youth members are to participate in their county of residence. If 
there was no Extension office and 4-H offered in Coshocton County, then youth would not be 
allowed to join 4-H in another county. It is a funding issue since tax payers in another county 
do not want to support educational programs for Coshocton County youth. It puts a burden on 
their county commissioners and tax payer dollars. The same would be true for Coshocton 
County tax payers and our county commissioners, they don’t want to pay to help educate 
another county’s youth. The cross county line 4-H policy is void when there is no Extension 
program in the county of residence. 
 
Will we have a county fair? 
     Yes, Coshocton County will have a fair. OSU Extension Coshocton County and the 
Coshocton County Agricultural Society are separate entities and are financed separately. 
Coshocton County youth will have the opportunity to participate in the fair, but their 4-H 
membership will end if funds are not available to support Extension. 
 
What programs does this levy support? 
     There are four programming areas possible for a county Extension office: Ag and Natural 
Resources, 4-H, Community Development, and Family Consumer Sciences. Master Gardeners 
is an important part of the Agricultural programming in Coshocton County. The levy is not just 
to support 4-H. Passing of the levy would restore an Extension Educator to the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources area. 
     OSU Extension Coshocton County has not been fully funded during 2009, not fully staffed, 
and not been able to provide all Extension programs to Coshocton County citizens. The 
objective with the increase in dollars from the levy is to keep the current OSU Extension 
programs and provide additional educational opportunities to Coshocton County citizens in 
more program areas! 
 

2009 Active Members and Volunteers: 
4-H Clubs  52  Master Gardeners (active)   25 
4-H Members  874  Master Gardener volunteer hours in 2009 1,100  

 4-H Cloverbuds 164        
 4-H Advisors  248  EFNEP has had 110 participants complete 
 4-H Key Leaders 65       a series of 8 classes covering food and 
 Junior Campers 165       nutrition, parenting and money management. 
 Cloverbud Campers 81        
     
 
 

Paid for by OSU Extension Levy Committee, Beccy Porteus, Treasurer 
2430 Otsego Avenue, Coshocton, Ohio 43812 


